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(Abstract)

The OT background of ‘the Lord God Almighty’
in the Book of Revelation

Kyoung-Shik Kim

(Westminster Graduate School of Theology, Associate Professor)

This study looks into the Old Testament background of the title
‘the Lord God Almighty’(kUpiog 6 8ed¢ 0 Tavtokpatwp) that occurs
7 times in the Book of Revelation. Although the divine titles are
used in many different forms in the OT, the title, ‘the Lord God
Almighty’ in Revelation is closely based on the same divine title
in the Book of Amos(LXX) in particular. This is because there is
verbal similarity between God’s title in Amos(LXX) and that in
Revelation and furthermore the title is employed 10 times in
Amos(LXX) whereas it is used only once or twice in other OT
books.

When the divine title ‘the Lord God Almighty’(k0piog 6 6ed¢ 6
Tovtokpatwp) is used in the Book of Amos(LXX), it occurs with
other themes such as God as creator, judge, ruler of all things and
warning about idolatry. Significantly, the title is employed in similar
context in John’s Revelation. It occurs with such phrases as ‘a great
multitude,” ‘nations’ and also with such themes as ‘God’s kingship’
and ‘judgment’. All these indicate that the use of the divine title
from the Book of Amos in Revelation takes into and even evoke
the broad context and themes in the Book of Amos to express ex-

hortations in the Book of Revelation.



The Book of Revelation warns about Roman imperial cult as
idolatry and encourages believers in Asia Minor to worship only
God, by using the divine title from Amos(LXX). The use of the
divine title ‘the Lord God Almighty’ from Amos shows that not
Roman emperor but the one who sits on the throne is the only one
who deserves worship as ‘the Lord God Almighty.” This is mainly
because God is creator, judge and true ruler of all nations, just as
he is in the Book of Amos. The Book of Revelation makes such
a warning and exhortations by using the divine title ‘the Lord God
Almighty’ (k0prog 0 6ed¢ 0 Tavtokpdtwp) and thus evoking the broad
context and themes of the book of Amos(LXX).

Key words
The Use of Amos in Revelation, the Lord God Almighty, Warning
about Idolatry, the divine title in Revelation, Respect for OT context

in NT.



